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Av. Eugenia Garza Sada 2501, Tecnoldgico, 64849

Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Assistant Professor, Tecnoldgico de Monterrey, 2022-Present

EDUCATION

PhD, Department of Political Science, University of Colorado Boulder, 2022

Concentration: Comparative politics

Dissertation: Unbinding the Executive? Public Opinion and Presidential Accountability in Latin America
MA, Political Science, University of Colorado Boulder, 2018
BA, Politics and Spanish, Willamette University, 2013

PUBLICATIONS

“Stereotypesand Scandals: Gender and Public Judgments about Political Misconduct in Mexico,” with Fernanda
Quintanilla Dominguez and Rebecca Bell-Martin. Research and Politics.

“Can Rebuttals Restore Faith in Eroding Democracies? Evidence from Mexico,” with Susan Stokes and
Andrés Uribe. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 2025.

 Press coverage in El Financiero.

“Fairweather Cosmopolitans: Immigration Attitudes in Latin America During the Migrant Crisis,” with Brendan
Connell and Ken Stallman. Latin American Politics and Society, 2024.

“Populist Discourse and Public Support for Executive Aggrandizement in Latin America.” Comparative Political
Studies, 2024.

“Another Day, Another Currency: Self-Interest, Experience, and Attitudes Toward Dollarization in Ecuador,”
with Brendan J. Connell. Political Behavior, 2024.

“Rejecting Representation? Party Systems and Popular Support for Referendums in Europe.” Electoral
Studies, 2020.

WORKS IN PROGRESS
Revise & Resubmit / Under Review:

Reviseand Resubmit. “Social Retrospection: Conversation Networks and Presidential Supportin Brazil.”
Journal of Public Opinion Elections and Parties.

Working Papers:

Trading Rights for Results? Explaining Citizen Support for Militarization. With Rebecca Bell-Martin,
Daira Arana Aguilar, and Perla Paloma Lepez.

Electing Partisans: Biased Turnout and and Judicial Capture in Mexico.

Cosmopolitanism, Messaging, and Attitudes Toward Refugeesin the United States. With Brendan Connell
and Ken Stallman.


mailto:brettbessen@tec.mx
http://www.brettbessen.com
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/20531680251409456
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00104140231223738
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11109-022-09840-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11109-022-09840-z
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0261379420300998
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0261379420300998
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Correcting Pluralistic Ignorance About Democratic Norms. With Jennifer Cole.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Tecnoldégico de Monterrey:

Introduction to Social Science, Fall 2023/24.

Designing and Analyzing Experiments, Faculty Workshop, Jan. 2024

Senior Research Seminar, Fall 2023-25 & Spring 2023/24.

Causal Inference for Public Policy, Fall 2023 & Spring 2023/24.

Behavioral Economics and Political Behavior, Fall 2022.
University of Colorado Boulder:

Applied Political Science Research, Fall 2021.

Issues in Latin American Politics, Summer 2020.

GRANTS, FUNDING, AND AWARDS

Outbound Faculty Mobility Grant, Tecnélogico de Monterrey, $6,000.

Circle of Outstanding Professors, Tecnélogico de Monterrey, 2023 & 2025, $5,000.
Faculty Development Grant, Tecnélogico de Monterrey, 2025. $2,300.

Institute for Humane Studies, 2024, $1,875.

Faculty Development Grant, Tecnélogico de Monterrey, with Rebecca-Bell Martin, 2024. $3,800
Polarization Research Lab, proposal accepted, 2023.

CU Graduate School Summer 2021 Fellowship, $6,000.

CU Boulder Graduate Student Research Grant, 2020, $3,290.

CU Boulder Graduate Student Research Grant, 2019, $3,050.

Graduate School Travel Grant, 2019, $300.

United Government of Graduate Students Travel Grant, 2019, $300.

CU Boulder Graduate Student Research Grant, 2018, $750.

Beverly Sears Graduate Student Grant, 2018, $1,000.

INVITED RESEARCH TALKS

Can Rebuttals Restore Confidence in Eroding Democracies? Van Ek Speaker Series, University of Colorado
Boulder. 2025.

Another Day, Another Currency: Self-interest, Experience, and Attitudes Toward Dollarization in Ecuador,
Centro de Investigacion y Docencia Econdémicas (CIDE). 2023.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
Cosmopolitanism, Messaging, and Attitudes Toward Refugees in the United States. APSA 2025.
Can Rebuttals Restore Faith In Eroding Democracies. MPSA & APSA 2024.
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Fairweather Cosmopolitans: Immigration Attitudes in Latin America During the Migrant Crisis. SPSA 2024.

Populist Discourse and Support for Executive Aggrandizement in Latin America. The Latin American Public
Opinion Project’s Public and Democracy in the Americas Conference. 2023.

Fairweather Cosmopolitans: Immigration Attitudes in Latin America During the Migrant Crisis. APSA 2023.
Social Retrospection: Conversation Networks and Presidential Support in Brazil. MPSA 2023.
Elite Discourse and Support for Executive Aggrandizement in Ecuador. APSA 2022.

Unbinding the Executive: Populist Rhetoricand Tolerance of Executive Aggrandizement. Poster Presentation.
The Latin American Public Opinion Project’s Public and Democracy in the Americas Conference. 2021.

Unbinding the Executive: Populism, Partisanship, and Tolerance of Executive Aggrandizement in Latin America.
APSA 2021.

Another Day, Another Currency: Self-Interest, Experience, and Attitudes Toward Dollarization in Ecuador.
MPSA 2021.

Beyond Turnout: Distinct Effects of Internal and External Efficacy on Political Participation. SPSA 2020.
When Your Neighbors are Missing: Missing Data and Imputation in Spatial Models. EPSA 2019.

Politicized Policing and Public Opinion: UK Police and Crime Commissioner Elections and Dynamic Perceptions
of Crime and Immigration. MPSA 2019.

When Your Neighbors are Missing: Missing Data and Imputation in Spatial Models. MPSA 2019.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP and SERVICE
Coordinator, Departmental Research Workshop, Fall 2025-Present

Reviewer: British Journal of Political Science, Comparative Migration Studies, Comparative Political Studies,
Democratization, Latin American Research Review, Perspectives on Politics, Political Behavior, Politics and
Governance, Revista Latinoamericana de Opinidn Publica, Revista Mexicana de Opinién Publica

Discussant/Chair: American Political Science Association (2022-2025), Midwest Political Science Association
(2023), Southern Political Science Association (2020), European Political Science Association (2019)

Member: American Political Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, Southern Political
Science Association

CU Graduate Student Government: President (2022), Vice President (2020), Department Representative
(2019)

TECHNICAL SKILLS
Statistical analysis (Stata, R), survey design (Qualtrics), IATEX



Carew Boulding
Professor
Department of Political Science
University of Colorado Boulder
carew.boulding@colorado.edu

Susan Stokes
Professor
Department of Political Science
University of Chicago
sstokes@uchicago.edu

REFERENCES
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Andrew Philips
Associate Professor
Department of Political Science
University of Colorado Boulder
andrew.philips@colorado.edu

Andy Baker
Professor
Department of Political Science
Purdue University
bakerab@purdue.edu
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